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first sighted, 5.06, two submarine mines were ex-
ploded between our squadron and Cavite, some two
miles ahead of our column. On account of the dis-
tance, I remarked to Lamberton:

"Evidently the Spaniards are already rattled/'

However, they explained afterward that the pre-
mature explosions were due to a desire to clear a
space in which their ships might manoeuvre.

At one time a torpedo-launch made an attempt
to reach the Olympia, but she was sunk by the guns
of the secondary battery and went down bow first,
and another yellow-colored launch flying the Spanish
colors ran out, heading for the Olympia, but after
being disabled she was beached to prevent her sink-
ing.

When the flag-ship neared the five-fathom curve
off Cavite she turned to the westward, bringing her
port batteries to bear on the enemy, and, followed
by the squadron, passed along the Spanish line until
north of and only some fifteen hundred yards dis-
tant from the Sangley Point battery, when she again
turned and headed back to the eastward, thus giving
the squadron an opportunity to use their port and
starboard batteries alternately and to cover with
their fire all the Spanish ships, as well as the Cavite
and Sangley Point batteries. While I was regulating
the course of the squadron, Lieutenant Calkins was
verifying our position by crossbearings and by the
lead.as the
